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 PTOEC & SOCCER PLAYERS

   The soccer season is fast approaching and will be on us in no time.  We have just over four weeks to turn our letters of intent (24 February 12) to play soccer for the Special Olympics. I am hoping to have at least two to three teams this upcoming soccer season with all the things we have to offer to PTOEC athletics’. I am hoping to make my 17th season with PTOEC the best.  I have been doing a lot of work behind the scenes to assure that hope comes true.   I just wanted to pass on to you some important dates and information for the upcoming season.
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              INITIAL MEETING:
Since we have to have our “Letter of Intent” in by 24 February 2012 to Special Olympics, I will hold a mandatory informal meeting or practice on 18 February 2012 at Moye School, 1010 Moye School from 12:00 to 2:00. It is to address all aspects of the upcoming season.  The meeting is inside the gym. We will discuss and collected all needed information for the upcoming season.  Practice session for Topssoccer will be held afterwards.
     I am requesting that each player bring a current copy of their medical application and physical to the meeting. I am required to have them at all practices and games.  Your player will not be able to practice unless I have these forms on file.  
     I am also asking all players to have a current membership with PTOEC prior to our first practice. This is a mandatory requirement by PTOEC to take part of the programs offered by PTOEC.   If you are not current with your membership and physicals at the time of the meeting, I cannot let you practice when we start the following week.  I will make arrangements to have PTOEC membership forms and a current roster of membership at the meeting so we can verify memberships.  You will be required to obtain and have a current physical on file prior to the initial meeting.  This will make it easier to form teams since all required forms will be on hand prior to the first practices.
     I also will be getting all players sizes that intend to play soccer at this initial meeting.  We will allow others that will play other sports to get uniforms so they can take part of the soccer events during the season.   They will receive a red jersey, black shorts and red socks on the day we issue the uniforms.  This information obtained at the meeting will also allow all those involved in the process to get organized and allow prepare for the “Combined Qualifier.”  I will have a set of uniforms at the meeting so everyone will be able to see them and try them on to get the right size for their player.  I have tentatively scheduled uniform issue on 7 March 2012 so every player will be able to have a uniform for all the new soccer events and games.
     I will have some other forms that will be completed at the meeting so we will be ready to start practicing on 25 February 2012 at 0900.  This will give us more than a solid month to get the teams organized and to meet the deadline of 4 April 2012 for our entry in the Combined Qualifier.  I hope to set the teams by 10 March 2012.  It is important that all players and parents that intent to play soccer to attend this meeting.  If a player or parent cannot attend this meeting, please contact me at richardcrothers@charter.net or 618-406-2727 so I have an idea of who intents to play and we can get organized for the season.
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NOTE:  Players that wish to play other Special Olympics sports with PTOEC but come to our soccer events and practices are more then welcomed, (Actually encouraged because we will have a lot of different new things this year) but they will have to meet the requirements of the physical/medical application and PTOEC membership.  They will also have to meet the requirements of notifications for all special events so transportation, and other needed requirements are met prior to the event.  I am asking for those players and parents that are playing other sports attend the initial meeting so they can get the required information.
PRACTICES:

Official practices will start on 25 February 2012 at the Family Sportsplex.  Practices will be every Saturday from 9:00 to 10:30 unless of a scheduled conflict.  We will also have a weekday practice every other Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:00.  This will assure that I can be at every practice.  We will set a solid practice schedule for the whole season after I get input from all players and parents at the meeting on 18 February 2012 and have this springs current “select” schedule Roxey and Rusty college soccer schedule.  Each training session will be given a “theme” to prepare your player for the competitions. (See tentative attached Practice Schedule and Themes)
   I am making it mandatory for players to wear shin guards at all practices and games. This is required by Special Olympics.  Shin guards should cover the shin from about one inch below the knee and one inch from the ankle.  The best have been stamped with an NCAA/FIFA certification on the inside.  Players in the past have worn equipment that puts their safety into question.

      I am also asking for each player to bring their own ball with their name on it and water to every practice.  (We will have some at practices but we have limited equipment)  They should dress appropriate for the weather.  For new players that may not know, you are not required to have soccer cleats. The Illinois State Games in June are played on artificial turf in the football stadium.  Turf shoes (recommended), indoor soccer shoes or good running shoes are perfect to play in for all the games we will play in this upcoming year.
    I am requesting a work schedule for those players that work at the beginning of every month, so we can know ahead and adjust tactics that we will cover during training sessions.  I am willing to work with all players that work or have other obligations, but I need to know ahead of time.  I do not want to set teams to later find out that the player cannot attend qualifiers, tournaments or State Games.  This has happened in the past and it makes it hard on the other players and coaching staff.  ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND QUALIFIERS AND STATE GAMES.
     I am asking for all players or parents that miss practice to call or email me as soon as they know they will be missing practices.  This year we will have a lot of help with individual player development. (See tentative attached Practice Schedule and Themes) The BFC Soccer Club has made it mandatory for High School BFC players to volunteer five hours to our teams, so we will have a lot more “BFC Days.”  Belleville East Girls Soccer Coach has volunteered his girls to come to two practices during our season.  SIUE Cougars Girls Soccer team has also volunteered for two days with our teams. Rusty’s college team will also hold a session. We will also be hosted by Topsoccer on several occasions. I want to make sure every player has an individual to assist your player on those days so I can coordinate ahead of time with the respective coaches.
     We have a total of 23 practice dates for the upcoming season.  13 practices have been set aside to prepare for the Regional competition and then 10 additional ones to prepare for State Games. We will have the opportunity for three competition dates: Class of Borders, Regional’s, Jacksonville tournament prior to State Games.
     I will implement a “Calling Post” to get information out if practice is cancelled.  I will collect three (3) phone numbers from each player at the initial meeting that will be called to inform players and parents of any changes to practice.  This way I will just have to notify the computer which will call every number and let them know of the changes.  It is a paid program so we will use it sparingly, but it gets the information out quickly so players do not show up at the field to find out practice was cancelled..
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  GAMES    
    The Combined Qualifier will be held in Springfield on 22 April 2012. Times will be announced at a later date.  We must have three games prior to 4 April 2012 entry deadline.  I have tentatively scheduled to hold these games on 31 March as part of the Clash of the Borders.  I will try to arrange for different teams to play our teams on other given dates.  
Clash of the Borders this year will be held in O’fallon. The address is O'Fallon Family Sports Park at 301 Obernuefemann, O'Fallon, IL 62269. Each team will play one Missouri team which is a set Special Olympics guideline.  There are several other starting programs that will allow us to share the experience of games in preparation for the Combined Qualifier.  I have been working with eight additional programs in the southern part of the state.
     All players are required to play in the State Qualifier on 22 April 2012 if they plan to attend the State Summer Games.  NO EXCEPTIONS.   For those players that work, please start to make arrangements NOW.  Please plan on spending the whole day in Springfield if the qualifier is held there.  More information will come as we get closer to April.

   It is our intention to play in the Jacksonville Tournament.   It is held the Sunday after Mother’s Day weekend. They have been talking about moving the date and as soon as get it I will announce it. I believe it will be held on 26 May 2012. It will be in Jacksonville. Again, plan on spending the whole day.
The Summer Games will be held on 15-17 June 2012.  All rostered players are required to attend with no exceptions.
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          ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

     I look forward to this upcoming season.  There are some new and exciting things that will help our players.  First, we will have more BFC Days.  Several SISL teams including Roxey’s will be out to help with practices and games.  Second, the new Belleville East High School Girls Soccer Coach (Alex McDonald) has also requested to come out to assist us.  Third, I also am attending some FIFA soccer training sessions and Topssoccer training prior to the season starts to learn some new training methods that can help our players develop that I hope to implement during the season. Fourth, several BFC coaches (One is from England that played in one of the top programs in the world) and Belle Clair staff (Dave Fernandez) have offered to come out and assist with practices.   This alone should make your player excited be part of the PTOEC soccer teams.  Fifth, we will also have one away practice and one at home practice with the SIUE Cougars soccer team.  Sixth, we will also travel to the Soccer Park in Fenton, Missouri to take in activities with the Special Needs Soccer Program (SNSP). We are currently making arrangements to have them attend one of our sessions at the Sportsplex.  I am currently in process to get it on our schedule. Lastly, there is hope to have several new teams in the area that we can invite to come along, practice with and play against during the season.  It is my hope to make my 17th year with PTOEC one of the best.  
    Bob, Rusty, and I have great expectations for this upcoming season.  Rusty will return as trainers and assistant coach if his college soccer schedule will allow it.  Rusty will train all goal keepers.  Bob and I will direct the teams to peak at the right times to get the best results. I am current interviewing several individuals to assist with practices; Loren (Topsoccer coach.) The practices will be extremely structured with a theme (Individual, small games and game play) and each player will be also given their own training plan that they can follow at home.   I have spend numerous hours developing these practice schemes and individual training plans that will be forward to all the new programs to assist them in developing their players.
     It is my hope to get some new players for this upcoming season. I have contacted different programs and sent them the information. I have focused on Columbia.  I am hoping Topsoccer will bring new players.  This one of the things that now allows our program to grow since we now will have a different team to play in our region.

    I believe PTOEC is clearly one of the best organizations in the state that serves your Special Olympics athletes and hopefully by them playing soccer they will see this first hand. I know I am extremely proud to be part of this program and hopefully we can share the special opportunities that PTOEC soccer offer to these athletes.   I am currently working to get the word out about PTOEC’s soccer program to Region #12 agencies and our offer to a unique soccer program.  It is my hope to get a few players from those organizations
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Important Tentative Dates

Initial Meeting


Moye School, 1010 Moye School Road, O'Fallon.  





12:00 to 2:00. Meeting followed by practice.

Saturday Practice

25 Feb 2012 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex

Saturday Practice

29 Feb 2012 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex

Saturday Practice

3 March 2012 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex

Wednesday Practice

7 March 2012 @ 5:30 -7:00 @ Sportsplex 

Saturday Practice

10 March 2012 @ 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex 

Saturday Practice

17 March 2012 @ 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex 

Wednesday Practice

21 March 2012 @ 5:30 -7:00 @ Sportsplex 

Saturday Practice

24 March 2012 @ 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex 

Clash of Borders Tournament
31 March 2012 @  O’Fallon Sportsplex 

Game times TBA O'Fallon Family Sports Park 
at 301 Obernuefemann, O'Fallon, IL 62269
Wednesday Practice

4 April 2012 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day)

Saturday Practice

7 April 2012 @ 9:00-12:30 @ 

 Saturday Practice

14 April 2012 @ 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex 

Wednesday Practice

18 April 2012 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day)

Regionals  


22 April  Regional Competition (TBA) @ Springfield

Saturday Practice

28 April 2012 @ 9:00–10:30 @ Sportsplex 

Wednesday Practice

2 May 2012 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day)
Saturday Practice

5 May 2012 @ 9:00-10:30 @ Laderman Park

Saturday Practice

12 May 2012 @ 9:00-10:30 @ Sportsplex

Wednesday Practice

16 May 2012 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day)

Saturday Practice

19 May 2012 @ 9:00-10:30 @ Sportsplex

Wednesday Practice

23 May 2012 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day)

Sunday (Tournament)

26 May 2012 (TBA) Jacksonville

Wednesday Practice

30 May 2011 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day)

Wednesday Practice

2 June 2012 @ Decatur BIG BLUE  TBA (Selected Players-No Practice)

Saturday Practice

9 June 2012 @ 9:00-10:30 @ Sportsplex

Wednesday Practice

13 June 2012 @ 5:30 – 7:00 @ Sportsplex (BFC Day) 
(TORCH RUN) 
(Last practice for Special Olympics)

State Games


10-12 June 2012 (TBA)

Note: Please note the days, times and locations are subject to change. Topsoccer will offer training as part of our training. Clinics and events will be scheduled on most Saturdays.

   If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by my email or cell phone. Cell phone number is 618-406-2727.  Mark your agendas for out initial meeting.  Hope to see you all real soon.  Thanks for your time

Rich Crothers

Coach, PTOEC

[image: image7.emf]“CLASH OF THE BORDERS” COMPETITION RULES  31 March 2012
     The “Clash of the Borders” Special Olympics Soccer Competition will be held on 31 March 2012 at the O’fallon Soccer Complex, O’fallon Illinois. The Ofallon Soccer Complex is located at O'Fallon Family Sports Park at 301 Obernuefemann O'Fallon, IL 62269.  Games will be held after opening ceremony from 9:00 to 4:00.  Opening Ceremony will be conducted at 8:30. Each team participating will be scheduled to play three games during the day unless requested (See Attached Schedule) and receive a special soccer medal at the end of the competition. These games will be conducted each hour and an hour break be given between games.  Games will start on the hour beginning at 9:00.  Closing ceremonies will be at approximately 3:45.

     Each Illinois team in the higher brackets will play one Missouri team and two Illinois teams to assist with regional bracketing for State Competition on 22 April 2012 Once a team registers it will be put into a bracket.  Illinois lower bracket will play lower Illinois bracketed teams and one Missouri team.  All Missouri teams will play three Illinois.

     An area will be set aside for teams to warm up and be ready for the start of their games on the hour.  BFC will have individual skills clinics throughout the day hosted by certified Special Olympics coaches and competitive trainers.  An example is a clinic held on “Goal Keeping Skills” by BFC Director and ex pro player: Ed Radita.  Show Case games will be held for the entertainment of all attending the tournament at 11:00 and 1:00.

     Special Olympic Score sheets will be filled out prior to attendance by Tournament staff. Please provide names and numbers to tournament director by 24 March 2012.  Score keepers and volunteers will assure the correct sheets get to the assigned fields and that the sheet is properly filled out.  Team Ambassadors will verify rosters and Medical Applications prior to first game.  Teams are also required to have all players Special Olympics Medical Application on hand during the day.  Score sheets will be forwarded to Area Directors at the end of the day to assist with qualification to their respective regional games.

     Each field will be marked for convenience. A field site map will be given to coaches on the day of the event.  Each field will have an overhead tent for score keepers and referees.  Currently, we are trying to arrange overhead protection for each group in attendance.

     Former BFC Club Director and former pro soccer player; Ed Ratika will also be there for autographs and pictures.  The Southern Illinois Edwardsville Varsity Soccer Cougars are currently volunteered and will be our guest referees for the day.  Members of the BFC teams will be there to assign each team as assistants to the assign ambassadors to assist you with your endeavors of the day.

     A medal ceremony will be completed at the end of the last games, approximately 3:45.pm.  Coaches will be asked to go to ceremonial area and present each player their medal for competing and team photos can be taken for a media guide for next year’s event.  Team pictures will be arranged at Opening Ceremonies.

     Coaches please note the local media will be covering the event.  St. Louis television stations and St. Louis Post Dispatch along with the Belleville News Democrat will be looking for input for articles and coverage.   

 “Clash of Border 2011” T-shirts can be ordered if so desired.  Orders and payment must be mailed to Rich Crothers within one week of the event (10 March 2012.)  Cost of shirt is $10.00.

     EMT’s and a local ambulance crew will be on site to address injuries.  The will be stationed at the BFC Club house area.

     Refreshments and concessions are available through the O’fallon Park concession with cost to the individual player. A lunch period has not been put in the schedule so teams can use local facilities if so desire during that times the scheduled breaks.   Coolers and packed lunches are suggested.   Rest rooms and BFC Club House are available.

     If teams desire directions to the event, please contact Rich Crothers with starting points and he will get you a map to the event. 

The following are the guidelines for the “Clash of the Borders” Special Olympics Soccer Tournament: 

Laws of the Game: All games will be played under international rules (FIFA) & Special Olympics guidelines, with the exception that a goalkeeper may not be fair charged.
Team Eligibility: All members must meet Illinois or Missouri Special Olympics player guidelines.
Divisions & Game Play: Teams were divisioned according to “Team Skills Assessment” submitted prior to the
Competition.  Home team will be the team listed first in the pairings. Home team will take the south or west side of the field, and must be prepared to surrender colors if there is a conflict. Each team shall provide two soccer balls to be used as possible game balls. If a problem occurs the referee will choose from balls offered by both teams.In the event of extremely hot or severe weather, the referee, under the direction of the Tournament Director, has the option to allow a two minute break when play is stopped due to a dead ball half way thru the half. The Tournament Director, with the agreement of coaches, may also shorten halves, or split the game into quarters. 

The tournament committee respectively requests that good sportsmanship be practiced in the event of a large goal margin.

Number of players:  1) Allowable roster size is to be determined by the Competition Committee. At the Special Olympics “Clash of the Borders” the roster size may not exceed 10 players.
2) The game is played between two teams, each consisting of five players, one of whom shall be the goalkeeper. A minimum of three players shall be on the field at any one time.

Match Length & Ball sizes will be: The duration of the game shall be two equal periods of twenty minutes with a halftime interval of five minutes. The referee should be responsible for keeping the playing time. No over times or shot outs will be played during the tournament.  Size 5 Ball with be used for all matches 
Players’ equipment & Uniforms: 

1. All players must wear matching uniforms (same color) with numbers, except for goalie, who must wear a conflicting color of jersey than his/her teammates.

2. Shin guards are required. Socks must cover shin guards.

3. Shorts must be worn and color should match all teammates. (Except goalie)

4. Soccer cleats are strongly recommended (rubber sole cleats). No metal studs/cleats.

5. Those players who wear eyeglasses while playing are required to wear a strap to hold the glasses in place. Sports goggles are recommended.

6. No jewelry, watches, etc. may be worn during competition.
Jersey Color Conflicts: In the event two competing teams have like colors jerseys as their primary jersey, the team listed first on the schedule shall be considered the home team and must change to an alternate jersey color. Referees will make final decision on what they considered to be like colors.
Pre-Game Protocol:

1. Coaches must present their rosters at the Field’s Official Score Table 30 minutes prior to each game.

2. An official will review each team member for appropriate attire and soccer shoes.

3. The referee will meet with coaches to ensure there are no questions regarding rules, substitution procedures, sideline conduct, and ask if there is anything the official should be

aware of about individual players.

4. The referee will call the captains of each team over to the sideline and perform the coin toss to choose ends.

5. Two minutes prior to the start of the game, the teams are escorted onto the field in two

single files. Teams line up in a single line on either side of the halfway line facing the spectator bleachers.

Start of Game: The home team will choose the side of the field they wish to defend. The away team will start the game with the ball.
A ball must be kicked at least one full revolution forward from the center spot before being touched by another player.

Ball in and out of play

1) Ball over the sideline results in a kick in.

2) Ball over the end line results in a goal clearance or a corner kick.

3) The ball must be completely over the line to be considered out of play.

Substitutions: Substitutions are unlimited in number (players may return to the field after being substituted). Substitutions can be made any time the ball is out of bounds, between periods, after a goal is scored or during a timeout for an injury. The coach must signal the referee or linesman in order to make a substitution. A substituted player can only come on to the field when given a signal by the referee. 
Goal Clearance  When the ball passes over the goal line (not in the goal), having last been played by an attacking player, the goalkeeper, standing within his own penalty area, shall throw the ball back into play beyond his own penalty area, but not further than the halfway line (i.e., the ball must touch the ground or another player before crossing the halfway line). The ball shall be deemed in play as soon as it passes outside the penalty area.
Infringement penalties: a) If the ball thrown by the goalkeeper passes beyond the goalkeeper’s half of the field without first having been touched by a player or without having touched the ground, the referee shall award an indirect free kick for the opposing team from any point on the halfway line.
b) From the goalkeeper’s throw, if the ball is touched by an opposing player inside the penalty area, the throw shall be retaken.

Method of scoring: The whole of the ball must have completely crossed the line inside the goal to count as a goal.

The Nine Major Fouls There are nine major offenses, or fouls, which result in either a direct free kick or a penalty kick, depending on the location of the offense.
1. Kicking or attempting to kick an opponent.

2. Tripping an opponent; i.e., throwing or attempting to throw an opponent with the legs or by undercutting an opponent with the body.

3. Jumping at an opponent in a way that endangers the player.

4. Charging an opponent in a violent or dangerous manner.

5. Charging an opponent from behind unless the latter is obstructing.

6. Striking, attempting to strike or spitting at an opponent.

7. Holding an opponent.

8. Pushing an opponent.

9. Directing or stopping the ball by using the hands or arms. This rule does not apply to the goalkeeper within the penalty area.
Fouls and misconduct:  Tripping, pushing, handball or charging result in a direct free kick. Obstruction or dangerous play results in an indirect. If a player is expelled from the game (receives two yellow cards or a red card), this player may not re-enter the game. His team must play a player down for two minutes unless a goal is scored before the two minutes have elapsed. In this case, the following shall apply:

a) If there are five players against four players and the team with the larger number scores a goal, the team with four players may be completed.

b) If both teams are playing with four players and a goal is scored, both teams may be completed.

c) If there are five players playing against three or four against three and the team with the larger number scores a goal, the team with three players may be increased by one more player only.

d) If both teams are playing with three players and a goal is scored, both teams may add one more player.

e) If the team scoring the goal is the one with fewer players, the game shall continue without changing the number of players.

Keeping check of the two minutes shall be the task by the official.

The player who enters the game as a substitute after two minutes may only do so with the consent of the referee and when the ball is out of bounds.

Restart exception Any free kick that is awarded to the defending team inside their own penalty area will be restarted with a throw from the goalkeeper.
Free Kick Opposing players must retire at least 5 meters from the ball for all free kicks.

Penalty Kick A penalty kick is taken from the 7-meter line. All players except the kicker and the goalkeeper must retire outside the penalty area and arc. The goalkeeper must stand on his/her goal line until the penalty kick is taken.
Kick In When the whole of the ball passes over a sideline, it shall be kicked back into the game, from the place where it crossed the line (on the sideline), by a player from the opposing team to that of the player who last touched it. The ball must be stationary before being kicked. It shall be deemed in play immediately after it has traveled the distance of its own circumference. The ball cannot be played again by the kicker until it has been touched by another player.

The players from the opposing team must retire at least 5 meters from the spot where the kick is being taken.

A goal cannot be scored directly from a kick in.

A goalkeeper may not pick up a ball passed back to him from a kick in.

Infringement penalties If the player taking the kick in plays the ball for a second time before it has been touched by another player, an indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team from the point where the infringement occurred.
Corner-Kick: Awarded to the attacking team when a player from the defending team kicks the ball over his/her own end line. Opposing players must retire at least 5 meters from the ball.
Awards: All players will receive a specialized participation soccer medal. No team awards will be given.  

Schedules:  Schedules are attached and could change on the day of the event.
Questions or Special Requests: If you have any questions or Special Requests, please contact Rich Crothers @ 618-406-2727 or richardcrothers@charter.net
We hope to make this day a day for all players, teams and family members will remember for a long time and want to take part in on an annual basis.  Pray for good weather now.
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