Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 7 December 2011
The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm by President Ken Skiles.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Russ Hoernis, Darla Klaus, Alyce Lanxon, Ann Lee, and Doug McDaniel. 
Reports

Minutes   

November meeting minutes were approved as corrected.  (Kathy Harnar now coordinates the tootsie roll drive, not Cathy Nesbit.) 
Financial Report   

· Alyce reported $73,000 in income, including $6000 from Variety Club and $1360 from the Knights of Columbus for the Tootsie Roll drive; there were $66,000 in expenses.
· Checks for membership dues that had been received were deposited; Mary will update the membership list accordingly.

· Suggestion was made to stay with the current accountant; the board agreed by acclamation.

· Mary reported that the Kreilick Family Foundation submitted a $1000 donation.

· For more information, see this month’s financial report.

United Way Report
Board members, led by Alyce, are making progress in arranging and collecting demographic information for reports to United Way.

Membership
Plans were made to resend the request for PTOEC membership dues to those members who have not yet submitted the $25.  Form should be submitted by 1 January 2012.

Special Olympics Sports Report
· Basketball teams were redivisioned for a more equitable competition.

· Indoor soccer schedule has not yet been determined.

· Area 12 snowshoeing camp was canceled in November; no new date set 

· Gene had made a suggestion that the board may want to purchase a competition wheelchair for a track athlete.  Tom did some research on competition wheelchairs for track athletes who need them.  He found that such chairs have to be custom built for the athlete and are prohibitively expensive.  It was suggested that other avenues to find the funds be pursued; Ken will talk to Gene about it.  

Fundraising
· Russ informed the board that Scott Rensing suggested pictures with reindeer as a fundraiser.  There wasn’t enough lead time to arrange it for this year; discussions will continue in the spring to arrange it for next year. 

· He also mentioned that he and Elaine will not be running Mouse Races next year; any one else is free to do it if they would like.

· It was suggested that an end of the year donation request be sent to the membership via email and also posted at the website.
· Darla had started paperwork with the owners of Maxwell’s restaurant in Belleville, but has not heard back from them.  Kathy will check with John over Christmas.
Day Camp

Alyce reported that it usually costs PTOEC $10 k each year to run day camp.  Ken wondered if we should increase the cost this year.  While it is costly, Alyce mentioned that the fact that PTOEC provided financial support to about 12 campers last year probably caused the increase in the Variety Club check this year.   General acclimation was that, since the fees were just raised last year, they should stay the same this year.

Ken suggested that the wording on the PTOEC handbook concerning day camp applications be changed to “An application for assistance can be obtained from Jeff Price,” omitting the words “which will be presented to PTOEC board members for review.”  The board agreed that Jeff has more information on need for the campers and he is to be trusted with the decision   Jeff would report the number of scholarships he awards to the board.
Banquet
Kathy reported that she will be unable to continue on as banquet chair.  Russ suggested that his wife Elaine might be willing to take on the job.  Kathy will email her notes to Russ to aid in his efforts to convince his wife.

Fun Nights
December fun night was successful as usual.  Theme for January fun night – to be held on 6 January – has not yet been announced.

Vans
The van agreement with Variety Club was clarified.  The reason why the vans stay at Douglas School is because the school secretary manages the schedule for the vans.  Any area school that has special needs students who need to be transported may call Douglas School to schedule and use the vans.

Old Business 
Global Messenger Training
Kathy explained the process of becoming a global messenger and mentioned that Karen Milligan, state director of the program, has stated they may bring the program to PTOEC if we have enough members interested.  Kathy will continue to work with Karen to have a training here in the spring.
Meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 9 November 2011
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by President Ken Skiles.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Darla Klaus, Alyce Lanxon, Gene Layeski, Ann Lee, Ken Skiles, Pat Stumpf, and Russ Hoernis 
Reports

Minutes   

October meeting minutes were approved.  
Financial Report   

· Income/expense were reported; Alyce has arranged the budget to show running totals for Special Olympics and summer camp categories.

· Accountant’s report was received.  It was discovered that he had not billed us for services for the last two years; the bill will be paid.  There have been hints that the accountant may be close to retirement, so it was recommended that Alyce research other options.

· At the present time there are two bank accounts: one titled Special Olympics; one entitled PTOEC.  With the Quicken program it is no longer necessary to keep the accounts separate.  The debit card always goes through the PTOEC account, and the SO account balance has dropped to the point that the bank is charging a $15/month service charge.  Alyce suggested combining the two accounts.  Board authorized the merging of the accounts.  

· An email from Robert Atchison from SAVE state that United Way is starting a review of SAVE.  As PTOEC is included in their reports, SAVE need our goals assessment.     Alyce asked board members to volunteer to take over the management of the grant and prepare reports of the social, athletics, summer camp, parent education, and other services PTOEC provides.  Gene Layeski volunteered.

· For more information, see this month’s financial report.  

Special Olympics Sports Report
There was a lengthy discussion of the proposed Policy for Competition in Multiple Sports.  (See attachment.)  Ken moved to accept the policy and Russ seconded.  The motion vote carried 5-4.

· Basketball – Practices proceed.  The games will be held 29 November.  New uniforms have been ordered.  

· Bowling – One athlete qualified for state competition.

· Snowshoe camp was moved to December

Fundraising
Cathy Harnar will be meeting with Knights of Columbus to receive the check from the Tootsie Roll drive.

Web Site
Kathy will work with Donna to make available a printer-friendly version of the PTOEC website pages, as well as bring the calendar up to date.  Anyone who has dates for the PTOEC calendar should submit them to Kathy.

Fun Nights
18 November is Cardinal night; 2 December is the Christmas party with a visit from Santa.

Dates and themes for the remainder of this year’s fun nights will be posted on the website as they become available.

Last year’s fun night receipts totaled $1150 with expenses at $1833.  Kathy will ask Nancy Lang if she needs extra funds to purchase Christmas presents for attendees as she did last year. 

Vans
There was some discussion about moving the vans to a more secure location, but the board was reminded that they need to stay at Douglas since use by special education students as stated in the Variety Club charter.

Old Business 
Variety Club

$6000 was donated to PTOEC at the Variety Club luncheon.  Pat and Darla received the check and reported that it was a lovely luncheon, as always.
Demographic Survey 

A demographic survey of PTOEC membership was discussed last spring.  Discussion centered on whether it was still needed.  Ken will talk to United Way and Doug to see what needs to be done.

New Business
Fund for Cards/Flowers
There was a question regarding past practices of sending cards to athletes or family members who are ill.  The general discussion was that the organization has not been involved due to the fact that it was difficult to draw the lines as to who would be included.  However, the organization will continue to circulate information about such circumstances via email so that individual members can respond.

New Meeting Time/Place
Russ offered his shop for future PTOEC board meetings, since its availability is more certain than Douglas School.  The time of meetings is changed to 6 pm and will remain on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Kathy moved to adjourn the meeting and Ann seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Policy for Competition in Multiple Sports

Belleville Area Parent Teacher Organization for Exceptional Children
The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community. 






   - Mission Statement of Special Olympics Incorporated


Special Olympics Incorporated and Special Olympics Illinois encourage athletes to properly train and compete in the sports of their interest and choice.  Special Olympics Illinois does not prevent athletes who have met all eligibility and advancement criteria from competing in any competition.  Special Olympics Illinois does require athletes to choose one sport if the athlete qualifies to compete in more than one sport when the state event is a multi-sport tournament.
· Clarification from Tracy Hilliard,

Vice President Sports Training and Competition

Special Olympics Illinois
In light of these facts, the following policy has been adopted and will be added to the athlete handbook of the PTOEC:

It is a founding principle of Special Olympics to promote athlete choice, not to limit it.  The purpose of the organization is to empower athletes; the focus is on choices and options.  Therefore, athletes who train and want to compete in more than one sport are allowed to do so.  

If an athlete qualifies for more than one sport at a multi-sport state event such as summer games, the athlete must choose to compete in only one of the sports since he or she can only register for one sport at the multi-event state competition.  (Example: An athlete gets a gold medal in both swimming and track and field.  The athlete must choose to compete in either swimming or track and field at the state games because both sports compete at the same time during summer games.)
The one exception to this policy is the case of relay teams.  Because a coach will not want the other athletes in the relay to be affected by a teammate choosing to participate in a different sport, a coach may not select an athlete for a relay event if they know the athlete is going to participate in another sport at a multi-sport state tournament.  The athlete may, however, participate in the sport in individual events.

It is to be remembered that the purpose of Special Olympics is not the process of allowing as many athletes as possible an opportunity to advance to state events; it is rather the process of empowering athletes to make their own choices.

Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 5 October 2011
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by President Ken Skiles.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Russ Hoernis, Darla Klaus, Gene Layeski, Ann Lee, Doug McDaniel, and Pat Stumpf. 
Reports

Minutes   

September meeting minutes were approved. 
Financial Report   

· The annual audit was received and forwarded it to the organizations (insurance, etc.) that needed the information.

· The Mouse Races were wildly successful and raised over $10,000 for PTOEC.  

· Alyce suggested that members be notified that if they contribute to United Way, they should keep in mind that PTOEC is awarded a generous check each year.  If you have a donation program through your employer, please designate “S.A.V.E.” as the recipient of your donation; they in turn give the money to PTOEC.

· For more information, see this month’s financial report.

Web Site
Information about contributions to United Way for PTOEC, self-protection classes at Eagle and Dragon Martial Arts Academy, DDS, PUNS, Community Link, and the bonfire, as well as this month’s minutes, will be posted on the web site.

Fun Nights
The first Fun Night of the season will be on Friday 14 October at Tom Compton’s house on Town Hall road.  Information has been posted at the web site.

Old Business 
The point was brought up that the policy to consider athletes competing in multiple events on an individual basis was not in keeping with national and state policies for Special Olympics.  After conversations with Tracy Hilliard, SOILL Vice President for Sports Training and Competition, Kathy drafted a policy that states that athletes can train and compete in the sports of their choice, with the exception of relay teams.  Board members were given copies of the policy to review prior to a vote at next month’s meeting.

New Business
The Variety Club luncheon will be held Tuesday 8 November.  PTOEC will be receiving a check from the organization.  Members interested in attending should contact Ken Skiles.

The annual bonfire will be held on Sunday 6 November at 5 pm at Pat Stumpf’s farm.

Pat noted that new uniforms for the basketball teams need to be purchased soon.  Since the board had already approved the expense, Pat will make the purchase this month.

Items tabled until the next meeting: rewrite of handbook, member skating party, global messenger program, competition wheel chair, update on demographic survey, accountant’s salary
Board meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The meeting began at 6:15.  About fifteen families were represented.  (Cardinals had a playoff game at the same time.  Score was 2-1 at the start of the meeting. :)

Jane Nesbit from the Developmental Disability Services presented information about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services (PUNS) survey.  She stressed that all children who have a developmental disability should have a PUNS survey on file, no matter what their age.  The survey is used by the state of Illinois to appropriate funding for services for the disabled.  As provided by the Ligas class action lawsuit, PUNs is now synonymous with “Ligas Class” services if the individual is over the age of eighteen.  This means that all disabled individual over eighteen are eligible for special services from the state through the Ligas fund.

Master Rocky Fountain was the second presenter.  He is the owner and Master Sensei of Eagle and Dragon Martial Arts Academy in Belleville.  His school offers classes for self-protection classes for individuals of all ability levels.  Julie Mungeon – who has had experience at the school – suggested that PTOEC establish a program in partnership with the school; Saturdays at 11:00 am for one hour was offered.  

Bob Brandenkamp shared information about the Community Link program located in Breese.  He shared the experiences he and his daughter have had in the residential program there. 

After a short break for refreshments, President Ken Skiles started the business meeting.  He announced upcoming activities, including the first fun night of the season and the bonfire; reported on the success of the Mouse Races and Tootsie Roll drive; and asked for suggestions and volunteers to strengthen the organization.

Darla gave a report on the Special Olympics sports of basketball, cheerleading, bowling, and bocce.  She also pointed out some of the resources at the web page and asked for suggestions about approving the web site.

Pat Stumpf reminded members to keep good communication with the coaches, checking in with them at every practice to make sure practices and competitions flow as smoothly as possible.

Rich Carruthers gave members an update on the progress of the year-round soccer program in Special Olympics called “Top Soccer.”  Practices will be held on the second Saturday of every month at the new indoor soccer facility in O’Fallon.  Partnerships between state and national Special Olympics, local sports organizations, SIUE Women’s Soccer, and PTOEC led to a major grant award that will be used to promote the program.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm, at which point Tom Biondo announced that the Cardinals had won 5-3.  :)

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
PTOEC Meeting September 2011

Old business:

Minutes of August Meeting: minor change for Bocce Ball date: changed from Jan to June, minutes approved

Financial Report: Alyce reported financials, PTOEC is in fine shape, no additions or exceptions. approved

Sports Report:

Jeff’s Briefing on Special Olympics in Greece postpone until Oct. Jeff will brief at the October general membership meeting.

Bowling: There will be practice Oct 3rd and 10th for those who will compete in the tournament Oct 16th

Volleyball: volleyball is going well

Basketball: basketball will start at the end of October or beginning of November

TOP Soccer Briefing-Briefing at Membership meeting in Oct.

Bocce- October 1st @Highland 10:30 am

Board Members: There will be a contact made with Melissa Taylor about any Special Education Teacher who may be interested in being a board member. Tom will contact Ashley Cranage as a potential member. PTOEC would like to have a teacher as a board member for input.

Rewrite of Handbook: To be completed at the end of the month

Update of Website: Kathy to update

Skating Party for Members: This was tabled and will be addressed at the next meeting 

Mouse Race Updates: Scheduled for 9/10/11 @6:30pm. There is a $4,000 profit to date

Fall Membership Meeting: Oct 5th 6:00 pm. Darla to update on website

Self Defense Ann to contact the Self Defense organization about the program details

PUN’s Briefing Jeff Corbin we contacted about this subject

Election of Board President: Ken Skiles will be President and Darla Klaus Vice President

Name change of Organization: After some discussion it was unanimous that a name change was not needed

Policy Issue on athletes competing in more than one sport: Much discussion, at the end it was decided that these issues would be taken up on an individual basis. Ken will discuss at General Membership meeting to inform parents.

Global Messenger Program-Update on Matt Tribout: Tabled

Competition Wheel Chair for David Rose: Tabled

New Business: Alyce to call Amber Brodak to see if she can make a form that can be filled out through Survey Monkey. This will give PTOEC the demographic survey for United Way and SAVE.  

Salary Issues with Accountant: Alyce will report back in one month.

Meeting opened at 5:38

Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm

Those in attendance: Ken, Russ, Pat, Mary, Ann, Doug, Tom, Alyce and Gene

Absent: Darla, Kathy

PTOEC Board Meeting Minutes

1 Aug 2011 (5:55 – 7:50PM-1950L/ McDonald’s Restaurant)

Attendees:  Ken, Darla,  Alyce, Mary, Doug, Gene

Meeting was called to order by VP, and previous published minutes from the 4 May 11 meeting was approved IAW the Bylaw rule of 1 more than half the board members.

Old Business:

· Received emission testing for vans and Ken will pass to Russ

· Received thank you note for Knights of Columbus

· Motion was made and the board agreed to pay for Special Olympics Golf shirts

Financial Report and related items:  

· Need to have a backup for mail pickup; we picked up a monetary penalty due to a late payment.  Ann agreed to serve as an alternate for Mary in the event she is unable to pick up the mail

· Treasurer/Budget Officer unable to get tax documents from PTOEC accountant (Homer), unable to assess $190 IRS tax penalty from last year possibly related to salaries)…PTOEC accountant  (Homer) must contact IRS 

· Consider increasing Summer Camp fees.  Although more than last year, it still only covered 50%, and we had a $2K increase for payroll and transportation

· Created a new report category for Sports Banquet expense tracking

· Questions were raised related to PTOEC accountant (Homer):

· Do we pay Homer for his accounting services or is his work pro bono

· Is the $190 covered by Homer as part of his services

· Does/can Homer handle state taxes as well as federal 

· Motion was made by Gene to ask Jeff Price and/or Tom Downing specifics as to how Homer’s services were obtained, and followed by a suggestion that the board consider paying for these services as the current arrangement has not resulted in timely sharing of information with the PTOEC board and the current tax accountant

· Consider consolidating the Special Olympics Account as it will be down to where we will have to transfer funds to PTOEC account as donations are going to PTOEC…possibly in a short term CD

· Decision:  VP recommended we leave things  in place for now and members agreed

· Darla had pointed out transportation cost increases, and brief discussion ensued regarding using the vans to pick up athletes/members who are out of the area on a regular basis for practices…discussion resulted in not using the vans for a regular shuttle service for practices, and reserving them for pickup for events

· Total Account Balance is $66.7K

· Motion was made by the VP,  and the financial report was accepted by all

United Way Report:

· Ken received call from Mr. Gardner (Variety) stating he was pleased with the Summer Camp, scholarship and transportation program  management /execution by PTOEC

· Mr. Gardner also requested a copy of the 2010 Audited Financial Statement and copy of the Sunshine Coach Van Agreement (Alyce was checking on this)

· Mr. Gardner stated if we can get the cost for installing steps for the van Variety might be able to equip the vans

· Ken was going to check to see if Russ had an estimate

· Mary brought up the annual Variety Club production of the Wizard of Oz (scheduled for 22-23 Oct) and the potential to use our kids in the production and other related opportunities; and was also soliciting information from  Mr.  Gardner via e-mail as we get closer to the event

· Discussed the need for a survey to capture information requested by Variety Club on PTOEC Membership; board agreed to determine questions for the October meeting , and talk to Tom Campbell about an online anonymous survey to answer questions on the Variety Club application

Sports Report:

· Jeff Price’s briefing on Special Olympics in Greece was rescheduled for Sep meeting

Shriner’s Parade:

· PTOEC took 1st place in the float competition and Darla posted a thank you note on the PTOEC website for Scott Rensing’s efforts

3rd Annual Picnic:

· Scheduled for Sunday,  14 Aug/2:00PM at Mascoutah Park, RSVP requested NLT the Thursday before (Mary)

· Darla stated she would see if Mascoutah would consider waiving the reduced pool fee

Rewrite of Handbook:

· Question came up as to whether the Bylaws needed to be reviewed for relevancy and potential changes and also the information posted on the PTOEC website  needs to be reviewed to ensure continuity  with the Handbook; Ken will take a look and discuss progress  at the next board meeting

Update of Web Site:

· See above 

Skating Party for Members:

· Darla agreed to take a look to see if we want to pursue this

Fall Membership Meeting:

· Currently scheduled for Wednesday, 1 Oct/6:00PM

· Questions arose as to if we would have a PUN’s Briefing, Self Defense presentation, and possibly a briefing from STARNET

Election of Board President:

· Board agreed to postpone until next month to give time to ask Tom Biondo, and allow Mary to approach a school teach who had expressed interest at a earlier date

· Briefly discussed a possible name change for PTOEC from “Children” to “Persons”, no decision rendered

Fundraisers:

· Briefly discussed Restaurant  fund raising opportunities to include Applebee’s Breakfast , Burger King, Maxwell’s in Bellville, and revisit a Car Wash in the Fall

TOP Soccer Briefing:

· Rich is working this and will try for Sep timeframe

New Business: 

· Bocce ball has been moved to Fall for Area 12, though the State competition is still in Jan

· Reminder made to ensure our members are properly registered for Selective Service

· Seek return of PTOEC purchased  bowling ramp from athlete to preserve as an asset for other members as well

· Board agreed to conduct a policy discussion at next meeting to address  the issue of knocking out other athletes from state who decide to compete in swimming, track & field, and Bocce ball, and how to handle

· Gene will follow-up on the SOIL Global Messenger Program offer made to Matt Tribout  at SIUE track and field competition 

· Discuss potential options for getting a competition grade wheel chair for David Rose

Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 4 May 2011
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by President Jeff Price.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Darla Klaus, Alyce Lanxon, Gene Layeski, Ann Lee, Doug McDaniel, Ken Skiles, and Pat Stumpf. 
Reports

Minutes   

April meeting minutes were approved.  
Financial Report   

· Alyce reported that she has found a way to use the organization’s software to itemize expenses for each individual sport.  She also mentioned that the accountant will be sending tax documents to her directly to improve payment and recording turn-around time.

· The United Way check was received from S.A.V.E. The amount is $15,000 for the year. 
· For more information, see this month’s financial report.

Special Olympics Sports Report
· Golf – First golf practice is 21 May at the Practice Tee.  Bill Howard is the coach; he has two assistants.

· Gymnastics – All 15 PTOEC athletes were awarded gold medals; so did four of the five athletes from Springfield who joined in the competition at World Class Gymnastics. 

· Soccer – Both teams are going to state after a decision made at the regional between coaches and directors. Latest news is that soccer will be part of summer games until 2014.  Additional information will be provided as a new TOPSoccer program evolves. Several informal games are scheduled for team members between now and state.

· Swimming – There are three practices left.  There was a clarification of the qualifications to go to state: athletes need to have a gold in relay to compete in relay.  If they get a gold in an individual event, they can also compete at state in other individual events even though they did not medal in them at the regional competition.

· Track – All nine athletes got gold medals at regional games.  Matt Tribout, Jennifer Harper, Jordan Stumpf, and Colleen Costello all did radio spots during the games; Matt has been invited to be a Global Messenger as a result.

· Bocce – The regional was rained out, so the organizers chose the athletes who would compete at state in a name drawing.  Six out of nine PTOEC athletes were chosen.

· Bowling – There will be a change in the cost of bowling that will necessitate a change in bowling practices.  The charge will be $3.75 per game and only two games will be played at each practice. There is no charge for shoes.  There will be eight practice dates, starting June 22, at St. Claire Bowl at 6 pm.  Because there is a big gap between the dates for regional and state competitions, athletes will take a month off after the first set of practices and then have two practices right before regionals. Finally, two practices will be scheduled in November to prepare winning athletes for the state competition.  Check the website for complete schedule details.

In all, 62 athletes and 18 chaperones will be attending state summer games.

Fundraising
The Mouse races and car wash are scheduled.  Please see the web site for details.

Darla and Kathy will be going to Maxwell’s to set up a possible fundraiser; a date in October was suggested.

Vans
Permission granted to soccer team to use the vans to transport athletes to their games.

Old Business 
Board Elections
Jeff’s retirement from the board, effective at the end of this school year, leaves an opening on the board.  The board discussed possible replacements to the board to fill the vacancy of the retiring president, including two teachers from the Belleville East special education program.  

There will also be a need to hold an election for board president.  Any interested members can submit their names to a board member for consideration.  (Ken Skiles has expressed interest in the position.)  Alyce moved and Ann seconded: 

Motion 05.11 Ken Skiles will be the interim board president until elections can be held in August.  Motion carried.
Increasing Membership 

New PTOEC flyers are now available.  Thanks to Ann and Darla for their efforts.  Flyers will be distributed to the schools and at any other venue where PTOEC can be promoted.

United Way Reporting
Doug, Pat, Darla went to St. Louis for the United Way outcomes and performance management training.  Details are uncertain, but it seems that United Way representatives will conduct a “site visit” some time in July of this year.  It is unclear what “site” will be appropriate.  The board suggested that, since there isn’t one specific site, they may want to visit a fun night, board meeting, summer camp, or a practice for one of the larger sports. 

We will have to provide a report to United Way some time next year.  They want the number of people served, including their age, gender, ethnicity, number of years in the organization, etc.   They may also request parent testimonials, or a parent survey that we could administer after summer camp,

Several suggestions for using available tools to start tracking the data were discussed: noting those who leave PTOEC and the reasons why they left on the annual roster spreadsheet, asking families to complete an online survey, coaches keeping numbers on their athletes.

Alyce pointed out that there needs to be a separate board member in charge of each grant and major project. Doug volunteered to take the lead for the United Way report.

Parade

The Shrine Parade is the first Friday in June.  All are welcome to help prepare the float at Russ’s garage.
New Business
Summer to-do list:

1. The third annual picnic will be held the second Sunday in August.  Ken moved and Kathy seconded:  

Motion 06.11 $300 should be allotted to defray costs of the picnic.  Motion carried.
2. The handbook needs to be rewritten.

3. Look into the possibility of a skating party for members.

4. Plans need to be made for the Fall Membership meeting, including issues and activities to be included.  The following suggestions were made:

a. Ann will look into self-defense as the draw for the annual membership meeting 
b. Ken will explore possibilities for a discussion of safety issues or a session to educate parents on the importance of PUNs. 

Jeff thanked the board for all their help and friendship over the years.  He promised to help the interim president and to help the new president to be selected at the August meeting.  Ken moved to adjourn the meeting and Kathy seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello

Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

April 6, 2011
The President, Jeff Price, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Mary Dorries, Pat Stumpf, Alyce Lanxon, Ken Skiles, Russ Hoernis, Doug McDaniel, Darla Klaus and Ann Lee.  Absent board members were Gene Layeski and Kathy Costello.

REPORTS
Minutes

March meeting minutes were approved.

April - minutes taken by Ann Lee.

Financial Report – Alyce 

· Nothing to report.

Special Olympics Sports Report

· Basketball – Wildcats won Gold.

· Swimming – Practices still going on.  Dates listed on website.

· Gymnastics- Regional will be held at the Sportsplex May 1, 2011. 

· Soccer – Practices still going on.

· Bocce – Practices still going on.  Regional will be held April 16th in Highland.

· Track – Practices still being held on Saturday’s.

· Volleyball- Practices will begin August 2nd and go thru September 20th.  The regional tournament will be September 25th.  The times may be changed from what was last reported.  It may now be 6:00-7:00.

· Bowling – Darla is going to call St. Clair Bowl and try to reserve lanes for Wednesday’s beginning around June 22nd.

Summer Camp

Summer Camp dates are 6-6 through 6-24 at Central Junior High in Belleville.  Applications will go out in approximately 2 weeks.  The fee of $275.00 has been readdressed and determined that they should be increased to $300.00 effective 2011.  These fees have not changed for approximately the last 5 years and need to due to the increase of all the costs that are involved in running summer camp.  There was a suggestion that on the form there be added a statement that any additional donations would be appreciated to help offset the costs.

Fundraising

Car wash is scheduled for July 9th at Effinger’s.

Mouse Races is scheduled for September 10th.  Sponsors are needed for each race and costs $100.00.  We also need sponsors for a mouse and costs $25.00.  We need someone to organize the silent auction. 

Issues

Darla brought up the necessity of coaches to comply with the PTOEC guidelines.  She is not being given advanced notice of events that have been scheduled prior to being posted on the Website or going out as an email.  Who should pay for the gas for extra events?  Should this be covered by PTOEC?  Who has been giving approval for the use of the vans and is there a liability issue?

Old Business

Nominations for PTOEC President

Jeff asked if anyone was interested in becoming President.  Ken Skiles is the only one on the Board that voiced interest.  Two members of the board were absent.  A vote was held to hold off until after summer break and vote once we reconvened.   Duties of the President were discussed.  President chairs meetings, sets up agenda, handles problems, goes to meetings and addresses any other necessary duties that arise. 

PTOEC flyers  

They are almost finalized.  We estimated approximately 2500 to be printed.  A list of the schools that was used in the past was given to Jeff and he is going to make the necessary corrections and give us an idea of how many each school should receive.  Tom stated that he could have them done for 3cents each.  This would cost approximately $75.00.  We will check with other printers and see what the cost would be to print them in black and white compared to color.

New Business

Donation

The Knights of Columbus from O’Fallon gave a generous donation in the amount of $2822.23.  This is greatly appreciated.

Mentoring Report

Cathy Nesbit and Kathy Costello volunteered to talk to new families and report back monthly.

Coaches Meetings

Brought up that this would be a good idea to have a yearly meeting and invite parents to help come up with new ideas.  It was suggested that a committee be formed for parents to report information to.

Budget Report

Need to begin breaking down the budget to show the individual sports, Senior Fun Nights, Banquet and Summer Camp expenditures.  Talked about either doing it on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Chaperones for summer games in Bloomington

Darla stated that it was coming together.  When the Regional sports are concluded then they will have a better idea of how many will be needed.

Annual Disabilities Awareness Event

The City of Fairview Heights is holding this event on May 14th from 10:00 – 2:00.  It was suggested that we man a booth.  Tom and Ken agreed to go.

United Way: Outcomes and Performance Management

Darla, Pat and Doug went to this meeting and stated that it was overwhelming.  Someone from United Way is to have a site visit in July.  We need to come up with ways to measure all the individual sports and activities that we provide.  This will show United Way how the money they give PTOEC is used and help them determine the amount they will donate.  Alyce will scan the Performance Management Tool Kit and send an email with this attachment for all of us to review and come back to the next meeting with ideas and suggestions on how we can provide this information. 

Banquet

· Discussed that we need to find a way to get everyone through the food line faster.  

· Everyone seemed to like the food and entertainment.

· Silent Auction and selling the extra sportswear seemed to be a success.

Vans

· The 2003 van needs new tires.  

· Anyone else have keys besides Darla, Jeff, Ken and the sets at Douglas School?

· Russ will be taking the 1999 van to clean it up. He will do this the week of April 18th 

· Russ will check on steps for the vans and what it would cost.

· Windshield cracked on one of the vans.  Alyce said that it is possible that there could be no cost involved in replacing.  Alyce will check the policy to see if there is any deductible or the insurance cards that are kept in the vans should have the information.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 4, 2011.

Submitted by,

Ann Lee

Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 9 March 2010

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Vice-President Ken Skiles.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Russ Hoernis, Darla Klaus, Alyce Lanxon, Ann Lee, Gene Layeski, Doug McDaniel, and Pat Stumpf.

Reports

Minutes   

February meeting minutes were approved.  

Financial Report   

· Variety club application has been started.  Alyce needs more information about summer camp demographics, mileage on vans, camp budget, and county distribution of members.  Alyce will consult with Jeff to complete the document.

· An updated tax-exempt form has been distributed electronically and in hard copy to those who needed them. 

· The Ames family is donating memorials to Cory Ames’ father to PTOEC.  Mary will write thank you notes to all who contributed.

· The gymnastics coaches and parents have assisted World Class Gymnastics Center in their annual “Gateway Challenge” invitational meet as well as other fundraisers at the gym for quite a few years.  GymPac, the parent organization at WCGC, is making a donation to PTOEC this year that will cover most of the cost of the athlete’s gymnastics uniforms.

· During the last quarter, donations of just under $6K were received; just over $6K in expenditures were received for a net decrease $75.  Expenditures were mainly due to van and liability insurance

· For more information, see this month’s financial report.

Membership

It was suggested that a list of SO approved Class A Volunteers be sent to all members when membership reminder notes go out in December.  Parents would be able to check their own volunteer status as well as see which parents were cleared to supervise athletes.  Darla will compile and send the list to the president who will distribute it in June.  It was also suggested that Class A Volunteer forms be available at the check-in table at Banquet.  

The board reiterated the membership policy concerning payment of membership dues; Ken asked who has not yet paid.  The board approved a scholarship for one athlete; Gene may have another scholarship candidate.

Special Olympics Sports Report

New coaches are needed for sports not yet supported by PTOEC, such as snowshoeing, power lifting, cross-country skiing, baseball, equestrian, etc. Baseball and equestrian were discussed: Alyce will keep us posted on Miracle League baseball sponsored by Fairview Heights Rotary; Gene will explore the possibility of starting equestrian events through his family’s contacts in equestrian circles.

Coach’s sheet was given to spring coaches about athlete code of conduct and coach responsibilities.

Because we have three basketball teams, we need to have different colors for the teams when they play against each other; suggested in getting another set of t-shirts in a different color.  Pat will find out how much it will cost.

· Golf – Should be starting in May.
· Gymnastics – Regional will be held 1 May at the Sportsplex.  

· Basketball – Saturday 5 March was the state tournament at Bloomington.  One team, the Wildcats, represented PTOEC and took the gold medal in their division.
· Volleyball – Practices will be 5:30-6:30 at the Sportsplex starting 2 August.  25 September is the regional tournament.

· Soccer – Met 9 March to organize teams; there will probably be enough athletes for three teams.  Practices begin on Saturday. 
· Swimming – 17 swimmers are advancing to state.  Practice schedule is patchy, so parents should be careful to check the website for days practices will be held.
· Track – Practices will be held at Westhaven track at 11-12:30 on Saturdays.  Regional is 30 April at SIUE.  

· Bocce – The regional competition is at Highland on 16 April; practices have begun.
Fundraising

Mouse races – Russ said he and Elaine will be running mouse races in the fall in October or September.  Russ was checking for dates that would be available.  The board gave Russ approval to begin planning the event.  Russ will bring options and costs for various venues to the next meeting.

Day Camp

Summer camp will be held 6-24 June with no increase in fee to campers.  There is a $5 K grant from Variety that is used for camp, but there are still expenses that PTOEC has to cover.  
Some parents would like to have something for the older kids at camp.  It was suggested that two camps could be held: one for younger students, one for older members.  Nancy Lang has expressed an interest in running the adult camp.  Research as to feasibility is needed. 

Banquet

Invitations have been mailed and responses are coming in.  Fred Bird will be the special guest.  Special presentations will be made to Jeff and Darla for their years of service.
Web Site

Amber Balak is in charge of the local event for World Down Syndrome day.  A link to the event website will be established at the PTOEC website.

Vans

The 2003 van is out of service until the tires are replaced.  We’ll also ask to Scott check ball joints, give it an oil change, etc.  Otherwise, the van’s is showing signs of wear but is in pretty good shape. 

Old Business 
Increasing Membership 

Darla and Ann presented a flyer that they wrote to give to schools to increase membership.  They will make a list of schools and bring it to the next meeting.

New Business

Float

A float for the Shriner’s Parade the week before Memorial Day was discussed.  Scott Rensing is getting the float; decorating will take place at Hoernis’ shop.  $150 was suggested as a reasonable amount to spend for the float. 
Volunteers
Information about a recruiting night for volunteers has been received.  Americorp provides the forum for organizations to seek out new volunteers.  Ken will call for more information. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:57 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello

Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 1 December 2010
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Vice-President Tom Downing.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Darla Klaus, and Pat Stumpf.  Also in attendance were potential board members Ann Lee and Russ Hoernis.

Reports

Minutes   

November meeting minutes were approved. 
Financial Report   

Financial report is not available this month.

Membership
Trinity Services on Mascoutah is submitting four of their clients as new members to PTOEC.  Most of the clients are interested in joining the soccer teams.

Special Olympics Sports Report
· Gymnastics – Practices will begin 10 January at World Class Gymnastics Center, located at the Sportsplex.  Artistic gymnasts will practice from 9-10:30 am; rhythmic gymnasts from 10:30-11:30.

· Basketball – Bill Howard is now helping to coach basketball.  Practices are held on different days at the Sportsplex 

· Swimming – Practices will begin 10 January from 11 am to noon at the YMCA across from SWIC.

· Cheerleading – Darla talked to Dave Crouthers who said the cheerleading team can come to the league basketball games and sit on the floor and cheer.  Darla will continue the program and cheer whenever and wherever possible

· Bowling – The state tournament is this weekend, 4 December.  Nine athletes will be attending.

An incident at a recent bowling event was discussed and the following goals were identified:

· Closer supervision of athletes is needed during practices as well as competitions.

· All athletes must understand and follow the athlete code of conduct.

Suggestions to reach these goals included:

· All coaches will be reminded of supervision policies and the code of conduct.

· Coaches will be complimented on the great job they have been doing 

· Coaches will be encouraged to increase their vigilance in following the state policy regarding supervision.

· At each practice or event, coaches will appoint parents with class A volunteer status as supervisors for various groups of athletes; these chaperones will be responsible for monitoring the athletes, supervising trips to the restroom, etc.

· Coaches will inform athletes of their expectations to inform an adult of their comings and goings during practices.

Banquet
Kathy asked for volunteers for the banquet committee.  

Vans
The proposed policy for a van transportation service for athletes was discussed and tabled. Kathy will send out the policy to all the board members for their review; a vote will be will be taken at next month’s board meeting.  It was suggested that it may be appropriate to request a wheelchair van from Variety charities.  

The older van passed the emission test after repairs. 

Old Business 
Board Elections
Kathy will send an email to all board members asking if anyone is interested in being president, vice-president, treasurer, corresponding secretary, or recording secretary.

New board members:

Russ and Ann were welcomed and expressed their interest in serving on the board.  Tom explained board member responsibilities.  The board will vote on their acceptance to the board at the next meeting.
Retiring board members:

Tom and Bob (the latter in absentia) were congratulated on their years of service to PTOEC.  The board as a whole thanked them for their hard work and dedication to the organization.
Variety Club Luncheon
Tom Campbell, Darla, Mary, Pat, and Alyce attended the luncheon, held at Chase Park Plaza.  Participants reported that it was a nice event.  Allocations were announced, with PTOEC’s allocation designated for summer camp only.  

New Business
Reservations for the KC O’Fallon Christmas party have been sent to the organization.  Pat, Mary, Darla, and their families will attend.

Mary moved to adjourn the meeting and Bob seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm to a small reception to honor Bob Kolb and Tom Downing for their years of service to PTOEC. 

12 January will be the date of the next meeting due to the basketball game on 5 January

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 3 November 2010
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by President Jeff Price.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Tom Downing, Darla Klaus, Bob Kolb, Alyce Lanxon, Doug McDaniel, Ken Skiles, and Pat Stumpf.  
Reports

Minutes   

September and November meeting minutes were approved.  Brief discussion of parent meeting that followed the November board meeting: the group was small but the meeting was productive and the estate planners were well received.
The Magic Show fundraiser was held this past month.  Jeff congratulated Mary on an excellent job of organizing the event.  Unfortunately it was not well attended.
Financial Report   

· Our income is currently exceeding our expenses by a comfortable margin.  

· Nancy Lang has requested that cash from door admissions be used for extra Christmas gifts for the participants.   Currently, $300 per event is budgeted.  Board felt that it was appropriate to increase the budget for the Motion 2010.13 Kathy moved and Jeff seconded that the budget for the December fun night be increased by $600 (40, the maximum number of possible participants, x $15, the amount per gift) so that Nancy can purchase gifts for the members.  The motion carried.

· For more information, see this month’s financial report.  

Membership
It’s time to send out the annual membership dues reminder.  Kathy will contact Donna about mailing these to the members.

Special Olympics Sports Report
· Free physicals for athletes will take place at Douglas School on 13 November.  The information is on the web site.

· Recent emails to the membership concerning basketball/cheerleading practices may have caused confusion as to the proper lines of communications for members’ questions.  The board clarified that Darla is the Special Olympics Athletic Director and all questions and communications pertaining to sports should go to her if they cannot be resolved by the coach in question.  One non-board member suggested creating the position of “membership liaison;” the board agreed that it is not necessary at this time.  The board further agreed that a concluding and conciliatory response should be sent to the email list of members to restate these policies.  Kathy will write a sample response and send it to the board members for approval before Darla sends it to her email list.

· Darla proposed that the Variety vans be used to pick up athletes for practices and events.  Several older athletes are experiencing family hardships where parents have health issues or there is some other reason where lack of transportation prevents an athlete from participating.  Darla and Kathy will draft a proposal outlining the details of such a van service and present it to the board at the December meeting.

· It was suggested that a link on the PTOEC’s website to the state’s coaches website would be helpful when directing new volunteers to more information.  Kathy will ask Donna to make the addition.

· Basketball – Opening parent meeting was very well attended: over 40 athletes were present.  Practices will begin at the Sportsplex next Tuesday from 6 to 7; other practices TBA.  There was some discussion about athlete and coach behavior; coaches and assistant coaches will be reminded of the guidelines that pertain to such situations.

· Bowling – State games will be held 4 December.  11 athletes will be attending.

Fundraising
Russ and Elaine Hoernis are willing to chair another mouse race event next year if they have help.

Fun Nights
See financial report.

Vans
· Tom reported that the older van failed the emissions test due to a faulty locking gas cap.  The cap will be replaced this week.  

· Vehicle registration for the older van will be due in January.  

· The back seat on one of the vans was removed when a group of students was transported and a wheelchair would not fit in the van.  Tom will look into the matter and make sure it doesn’t happen again. 

· Russ Hoernis will take each van to his shop for a week for maintenance and detailing.

Old Business 
Variety Charity Luncheon 
Variety luncheon Keith, Alyce, Tom, Darla, Mary, and Pat will be attending the luncheon on 9 November to represent PTOEC.  Use of a van to transport them to St. Louis for the event was approved.

New Business
Increasing Membership 

Darla was contacted by staff at Trinity Services about the possibility of their clients participating in PTOEC-sponsored Special Olympics sports.  The board was reminded that the new bylaws allow individuals of any age to join PTOEC, as long as they have an intellectual disability.  Darla will contact the staff, provide them with copies of the bylaws and guidelines, and discuss the possibilities of including capable clients in the organization.
Board Membership
· Bob Kolb announced his resignation as of the end of this calendar year.

· Russ Hournis, Kathy Hoerner, and Ann Lee were proposed as possible replacements to the board.  Tom has already talked to Russ; Pat will talk to Ann and Darla will contact Kathy to see if they are interested in the placement.  
Kathy moved to adjourn the meeting and Alyce seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 1 September 2010
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by President Jeff Price.  In attendance were Tom Campbell, Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Tom Downing, Darla Klaus, Bob Kolb, Alyce Lanxon, Doug McDaniel, Ken Skiles, and Pat Stumpf.
Jeff welcomed new members Alyce, Doug, and Ken. 
Reports

Minutes   

May meeting minutes were approved. 
Financial Report   
Jeff and Tom Downing discussed responsibilities and procedures for the benefit of the two candidates for the position of treasurer.  Ken and Alyce have both expressed interest in the job; the two of them will resolve which will handle the responsibilities.  Tom Downing suggested they may wish to share the tasks.
Due to the changeover of treasurers, this month’s financial report will be delayed until the October meeting.
Membership

Three new athletes have joined during the summer.  There was some discussion of a more efficient way of collecting membership.  Alyce suggested having membership folders at the Fun Nights and sports physicals would be a way to make personal contact with parents and encourage them to pay in advance.
Special Olympics Sports Report

· Golf – Tournament was held in early August at Yorktown Golf Course.
· Basketball – Practices will start sometime in October.
· Bowling – 60 athletes participated; 27 advanced to sectionals on 17 October at St. Clair Bowl.
Fundraising

​Magic Show Fundraiser

Mary reported that Hampel’s magic show will be held 1 pm to 3:30 pm October 17th at Belleville West.  There is no charge for the facility; this is unusual for Belleville West.  The proceeds from the show and any concessions that are allowed will be split with LINC’s Fun and Learning Group.  The magician charges $400 for his services.  Tickets will be sold at the door for $6 for adults $3 for children 12 and under.  Tom Campbell will develop a flier; Darla will help with publicity.
Car Wash Fundraiser 
$1100 was raised at the car wash.  The kids had a great time at the pool party at Effinger’s afterwards.  We have been invited to have the event again next year.
Web Site
New website is 90% completed; Donna and Erin have had difficulties finding a meeting time to make the final preparations to get the new website on the server.  They hope to have this completed by the general membership meeting in October.
Annual Membership Meeting
Jeff will check into the gym at Douglas for its availability on 6 October.  It was agreed that the board would have its meeting at 5:50 with the general membership meeting beginning at 6:30 pm.  Some suggestions for the agenda included:
· Introduction of board members

· Upcoming PTOEC events (one page hand out)
· Specifics of volunteering for interested adults

· What information is on the website

· Question and answer period

Following the meeting, there will be a presentation on special needs trusts.

Kathy will write an invitation and send it to Darla (who will distribute it through PTOEC email), Jeff (who will distribute it to special education teachers in the area), and Mary (who will mail it to members who do not have email.)

Vans

Vans are in good condition; the people from Variety were impressed by the upkeep and management of the vans.  Alyce suggested that the PTOEC website be painted on the vans as extra publicity.  Tom Downing will investigate the possibility.
Old Business 
Picnic
About 70 people attended the picnic.  It was an excellent outing to get to know new and old members alike.
Increasing Membership 

ReMax Real Estate will be putting a link to PTOEC on their local web site for parents of special needs individuals who move into our area.
New Business

Soccer Field Grant
Rich Crothers is in the process of writing a grant, value of up to $200,000, to build a three-field soccer facility for Special Olympics at the Sportsplex.  The permanent facility would include astroturf and restrooms and could be used for other Special Olympics events.
Contract and grant should state that fields are used for Special Olympics only.
Fishing Day
Doug mentioned that he will be setting up a fishing day at the Sportsmen’s club for PTOEC next spring.

SIUE Soccer Day for Special Olympics
Rich Crothers has arranged for any PTOEC member interested to attend the SIUE women’s soccer game in Edwardsville on 3 October.  They will be invited on the field during halftime for a soccer skills exhibition.
Mary moved to adjourn the meeting and Pat seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 5 May 2010
The meeting was called to order at 5:37 pm by President Jeff Price.  In attendance were Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Tom Downing, Ron Hindman, Darla Klaus, Bob Kolb, Gene Layeski, and Pat Stumpf.
Also attending were Kathy Harnar, Tom Campbell, and Erin Wurth. 
Reports

Minutes   

April meeting minutes were approved.  
Financial Report   
Ron reported that the budget is close to where we expected it to be at this time.  Due to excellent fund raising efforts and donations, we have an extra year of operating capital.

All items must be removed from the storage locker this month

Motion 2010.9 Tom moved and Gene seconded that Pat be paid $50 per month.  Amends motion 2010.7 from March that did not include the amount to be paid for rent.

Some discussion on the benefits and risks of Darla having a debit card for expenditures for Special Olympics.  

Motion 2010.11 Mary moved and Pat seconded that Darla be given a debit card to use for Special Olympics purchases as listed below, provided that adequate documentation is provided for all purchases in a timely manner. Motion passed.

Debit card may be used for purchases for Special Olympics, including gasoline, postage, printing, paper supplies, uniforms, sports equipment, and coach travel expenses including vehicle rental and hotel rooms.

For more information, see this month’s financial report.

Membership
PTOEC members who only participate in summer sports are not getting their dues in by the January deadline and are nevertheless attending the banquet.  There was discussion that there needs to be a better way to reach these people.  It was suggested that coaches email a list of athletes to Mary for review for dues payment.  Donna needs to use the updated list only for invitations.  

Special Olympics Sports Report
· Golf – Starting 22 May, 9-10:30 at Practice Tee; deadline for registration is 19 May.  Linda Wunder is the contact 

· Gymnastics – All athletes on both teams won gold medals at the regional meet this past Sunday. 

· Soccer – Two teams with 16 players are going to state.  There are four practices left.

· Swimming – Four practices left before state games.  Three relay teams and five individuals will be representing PTOEC.  

· Track – Last Saturday at SIUE all but two athletes took a gold medal in at least one event.

· Bocce – One team and three individual athletes got gold medals and will be proceeding to state games. 

· Spring games – Todd Downing, in his capacity as Global Messenger, welcomed VIPs at the games, including sponsors, sheriff’s association representatives, community relations representatives, and owners of local businesses.  Todd and Tom led the parade of athletes at the opening ceremonies.  Tom passed out PTOEC info to VIPs to get more coaches, volunteers, and publicity

· Jeff received notification that he will be assistant swimming coach for Team USA in Greece at the international games.  Nominations are now open for athletes for Team USA.

Fundraising
Car wash will be scheduled at Effinger’s this summer; Darla will communicate day and time through email. 

Banquet
The night went well.  The one glitch in the evening occurred when the caterer ran out of drinks because families helped themselves before dinner started.  The food was well prepared; some discussion about changing the menu more at future banquets.

One board member heard a complaint that the evening should not be a fund raiser: the silent auction and grab bags was too much to include.  The Committee will consider this discussion when planning for the next banquet.

Another comment that was overheard by a board member: “If I had known it was this nice, I would have come in previous years.”

Web Site
Erin Wurth presented a new design for the website in Dream Weaver and answered the board’s questions.  

Motion 2010.10: Ron moved Bob seconded that the “Costello Combine” will find the best possible price for software, including DreamWeaver, for a price not to exceed $400, that will become the property of PTOEC.  Motion passed.

Fun Nights
Final Fun Night is this Friday.

Old Business 
Board Elections

Tabled until September
Paying for Coach Rooms
Depending on who goes to state tournaments and the number of athletes involved, there may be a need to pay for a hotel room for one or more coaches.  Ron suggested setting an upper limit for the cost that PTOEC would pay. The question was never resolved as discussion moved into other financial matters.
Insurance

Insurance scheduled for 10.9.10 

Day Camp
There is still time to sign up for this year’s day camp.  Jeff has a lot of early reservations already.

New Business
Picnic
Pat and Mary volunteered to run the picnic again this summer, to be held sometime in August.

Motion 2010.  Kathy moved and Gene seconded that PTOEC allow $500 for food, drinks and associated paper supplies for the annual picnic.  Motion passed.

New Fund Raiser

Mary presented the possibility of co-sponsoring a magic show at Lindenwood campus, splitting the proceeds 25/75 for the Fun and Learning Group and PTOEC, respectively.  Mary will organize with Cathy Nesbit for fall 2010.  Discussion was tabled until Mary gets more information.

Motion 2010.12 Jeff moved and Pat seconded that $400 be allowed to pay for magician fees for a fundraiser co-sponsored with F & L Group, with the two groups splitting the proceeds equally; date to be established by the committee chair. Motion passed. 

Scott AFB Air Show
The annual air show for individuals with special needs is scheduled for Friday 10 September. Gene will reserve the vans and organize the event.

Volunteer Contacts
It was suggested that if PTOEC needs additional volunteers for an event or sport, there is a website that is a centralized reporting station where volunteers can sign up at will.  South Western Illinois Volunteer Center at swivc.org is an Americorps project and joint venture of ESL and SWIC.

Pamphlet Update

Donna and Kathy mentioned the need for updating the PTOEC information pamphlet.  Kathy will work on one over the summer.

Annual Membership Meeting  
ALL-MEMBER MEETING AND INSURANCE PRESENTATION 6 OCTOBER 2010 AT 6:30, VENUE TO BE DETERMINED.     

Bob moved to adjourn the meeting and Ron seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

 7 April 2010

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by President Jeff Price.  In attendance were Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Ron Hindman, Darla Klaus, Bob Kolb, and Pat Stumpf.

Reports

Minutes   

March meeting minutes were amended (previous storage locker was not at BASSC) and approved.  No changes were made in the letter to SOILL encouraging them to approve cheerleading as an official sport, so Jeff will print and sign the letter and send it off.

Financial Report   

Discussion about a board policy to pay for hotel rooms for coaches traveling to state games was tabled until the May meeting.
· For more information, see this month’s financial report.

Membership

A few members still have not paid PTOEC dues.  They will be reminded that the athletes cannot compete unless membership is paid.

Special Olympics Sports Report

· Gymnastics – Participation at this year’s regional doubled with addition of teams from Cahokia and the Springfield area.  The team is looking forward to an exciting competition. 
· Basketball – Tigers placed 4th and the Wildcats placed 3rd at the state basketball tournament.  The team received compliments on their new uniforms and warm-ups. 

· Soccer –Rich Crothers did an outstanding job of organizing and executing the “Clash of the Borders” soccer tournament.  It was a great way to promote PTOEC and soccer in southern Illinois.  An effort will be made to obtain a copy of the news reel from the KMOV television coverage of the event and post it on the PTOEC web site.  The Illinois Special Olympics e-news letter may also feature the event in the near future.
· Swimming – Practices continue.  Jeff will be teaching new strokes in April, but since it’s only one hour of practice each week it’s hard to perfect the skills.  Private lessons are suggested for those who want more practice.

· Track – Practices have started.  The meet will be held May 1 at SIUE. Ten athletes are participating; Gene Layeski and Megan Reinier are assisting head coach Pat Stumpf.
· Bocce – Darla reposted that paperwork has been turned in for eleven athletes to participate in the regional meet.
· Softball – This sport will be dropped for this year because of low participation and lack of coaches.
Fundraising

· Application for Variety Club funding is being processed.
Day Camp

Day Camp will be held at Central Junior High again this summer.  Dates will be June 7-25, from 9 am to 2 pm.  The fee will remain the same at $275 per camper.

Banquet

Invitations have been mailed to all members.  The invitation is also posted at the web site.  Carole Rahn is taking reservations.
Web Site

Erin Costello is assisting Donna Biffar in managing the PTOEC website.  As new ideas are being generated, several questions were presented for board discussion:

· The suggestion was made to have separate web pages for each sport, including a list of athletes (names only) participating in the sport.  Since the web site already lists the names of athletes in the directory, the board approved this change.

· Erin will check with Donna to find out if there is a limit to the number of pages that can be added and if there is a charge per page.

· Erin suggested using Adobe Dream Weaver to manage the web site more easily.  The board requested a price estimate for the software before the May meeting.

· The board requested to see the design of the new home page and one of the team pages at the next meeting.

Old Business 
Board Elections

It was noted that there is no provision in the bylaws for the inclusion of the SO Athletic Director as a voting member of the board.  Given the importance of the director in so many of the PTOEC’s activities, Kathy proposed the following motion:

· 2010.8 Kathy moved and Bob seconded that the Special Olympics Athletic Director of PTOEC be given full voting privileges.  Motion carried.

It was suggested that Jeff announce the search for new board members at the sports banquet.  Candidates will be invited to the May meeting to talk with the board.  To date, Ken Skiles, Jeanne Dillaplaine, and Alyce Lanxon have expressed interest.  It was suggested that special education teachers also be invited to consider membership.

Doug McDaniel, Tom Campbell, and Julie Mungeon added after banquet.
New Business

Picnic

Details of the second annual summer picnic will be decided at the next meeting.

Insurance
The first all-member meeting will be held at 6:30 on 6 October 2010 in place of the regular board meeting.  In conjunction with the meeting, a presentation on insurance and estate planning for families with children with special needs will be offered for those interested.
Mary moved to adjourn the meeting and Bob seconded.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello

Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

3 March 2010

The meeting was called to order at 5:38 pm by Vice President Tom Downing.  In attendance were Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Darla Klaus, Bob Kolb, Gene Layeski, and Pat Stumpf.  Also in attendance were Marcy Morgan, Bill Howard, Dave Crouthers, and Linda Wunder to join in the conversation about starting a Special Olympics golf team.  

The meeting began with presentations from the Area 12 Special Olympics staff.  

1.  Linda Wunder presented information on continuing the Area 12 golf program and how it will mesh with the new PTOEC golf team.  The golf clinics that began last year for all athletes in Area 12 will continue this year.  Eight clinics will be offered, starting in late May and ending with a culminating golf tournament (non-qualifying).  Dates will be posted as they become available.  


Linda also reviewed the structure of Special Olympics competition levels.  Athletes can compete in skills, 5-hole par 3, 9-hole regulation play, or unified events.


Bill Howard has volunteered to be the new PTOEC golf team coach.  He mentioned that he will be contacting local high school golf teams to get them involved as unified partners and coaches.  He announced that once started, golf practices will be held on Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, at the Practice Tee.

2.  Dave Crouthers presented ideas that PTOEC might consider using to expand our membership:

· Focus energies on younger athletes

· Work through school districts (who will appreciate free opportunities for their students)

· Give PTOEC information to special education coordinators

· Give PTOEC information to individual teachers

· Encourage athletes to wear their medals to school after a competition if the school allows it

· Distribute information through other agencies

· Disability fairs

· Child and family services on base and off base

· Transition fair at SWIC

· Other special needs organizations (Down’s Syndrome Association, etc.)

· Instituting a Young Athletes Program in local schools is a great way to include younger members.  There is a currently a freeze on new start-ups due to funding issues; however, SOILL will support new additions to the Young Athletes program if an agency is able to find a sponsor willing to contribute the $2000 per year necessary for the activities for an extended number of years.  Costs include the materials kits, ($400 each and two kits are issued to each participating school), facility rental costs, t-shirt costs, snacks, and the cost of the culminating event.

3.  Darla asked Linda and Dave if there was any way to break up spring sports into smaller state tournament groupings to reduce the complications of athletes competing regionally in multiple sports and only being able to compete at state in one of them.  Linda’s remarks included the following points:

· A big reason for the current cluster of sports at summer games is the fact that many agencies operate through schools, and when school is out there are no sports. 

· Linda agreed that it can be a problem and will do her best to pass our comments on to the state level but she doesn’t foresee any changes.  

· There is nothing in the Special Olympics national guidelines that says an athlete may only compete in one sport at any time.  

The board thanked Linda and Dave for their time and expressed appreciation to Bill and Marcy for their help in starting up the golf team.

Reports

Minutes   

February meeting minutes were approved.

Financial Report   

· Ron was not able to be at the meeting, but sent along the monthly report via email.  

· It was noted that the largest amount paid out this month was for insurance on the vans.

· For more information, see this month’s financial report.

· During a recent audit, BASSC located monies that had been designated for Special Olympics but never paid out.  As a result, a generous check was presented to Jeff who graciously accepted the funds.  Mary will send a thank-you note to Cathy Downs at BASSC.
· Policies for PTOEC payment of coach rooms, meals, and coaches t-shirts were discussed.
· Motion 2010.5 Kathy moved and Gene seconded that PTOEC will pay in full for three rooms for the coaches attending the basketball tournament March 12 and 13, 2010 and Ron will be asked to formulate a budget policy for the issue.  Motion carried.

· Motion 2010.6 Bob moved and Mary seconded that all coaches and any assistant coaches who work directly with athletes to teach skills should be given complimentary PTOEC t-shirts to help identify them as coaches.  They may purchase polo shirts if they wish.  Motion carried.

· All coach meals not covered by Special Olympics Illinois will be paid for by the coaches.

· Payment for storage of PTOEC supplies and equipment was also discussed.  Pat has more stored on her farm than was stored in the paid storage area at BASSC.  She has purchased large plastic tubs and is remodeling to provide more storage for uniforms, equipment, and other PTOEC supplies.  Bob will clean out the existing lockers and move everything left to Pat’s house.

· Motion 2010.7  Darla moved and Kathy seconded that PTOEC should pay rent to Pat Stumpf for storing all supplies at her house, starting with the month of March.
Membership

Four new memberships were added last month bringing the total to 87 members.

Special Olympics Sports Report

· Golf – See opening report.

· Basketball – Wildcats won gold and Tigers were invited to the state games.  The tournament is a week from this Saturday.
· Soccer – The “Clash of the Borders” tournament will allow more opportunities for a fun competition for area Special Olympics soccer teams on both sides of the river.  It will be held on March 27 at the Sportsplex.  11 Illinois teams and 15 Missouri teams have signed up to play.  The SIUE Cougar girls’ soccer team will referee the games.  Area 12 staff helped Rich Crothers arrange the competition.

· Swimming – The regional swim meet is this Saturday at SIUE.  Athletes should be at the Vadalabene pool by 8 am.

· Softball – A new coach is needed for this sport.  Athletes in PTOEC have been competing in individual skills only because there are not enough athletes to make a team.

· SIUE Cougar girl’s softball team is going to sponsor an event for Olympians on April 24 at 1 pm.  Information will be posted on the web site.

Banquet

Kathy reported that the KC hall in Fairview has been secured for 24 April at a cost of $100.  Pasta Faire has agreed to do the catering for the event.  Invitations will be sent to all members next week.  Darla and Pat offered old Jerseys and t-shirts as raffle and silent auction items.

Old Business 
Board Elections

Due to an oversight, the call for self-nominations was not posted on the website as planned.  The message will be posted this weekend; deadline will be set for 2 April so the board can consider the nominations at the April board meeting.
Kathy moved to adjourn the meeting and Gene seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

3 February 2010
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by President Jeff Price.  In attendance were Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, Tom Downing, Ron Hindman, Darla Klaus, Bob Kolb, Gene Layeski, and Pat Stumpf.
Reports

Minutes   
January and December meeting minutes were approved.
Financial Report   

· Donations, proceeds of the Christmas raffle, and membership dues were added to the account this month.  Payment for insurance on the vans was made.  

· For more information, see January financial report.

Membership
· Mary reported that 78 active members are on her list.  One athlete member was given a scholarship.  

· Mary also presented the list of athletes who have not yet paid.  Board members volunteered to call athletes personally to remind them to pay their $25 dues.

· Motion 2010.2.  Ron moved and Kathy seconded to waive the $50 penalty for late registrations for this year.  The motion carried.

Special Olympics Sports Report
· Linda Wunder from the Area 12 office requested to speak at the March board meeting to coordinate PTOEC’s new golf program with the Area 12 program.

· The gymnastics team reported an increase in membership; there are now 15 athletes training for the sport.  Two new coaches have volunteered to help with the team.

· The regional Basketball Tournament in Effingham at the beginning of the month was successful, with 32 athletes participating.  The Wildcats earned gold medals; the Panther and Tiger teams won silver.  The Wildcats advance to the state games for certain.  State will let us know later if the Panthers and Tigers will be able to go.

· A behavior issue that occurred at the tournament was discussed.

· The PTOEC handbook states that the coach of the sport and the SO Athletic Director must decide if the athlete should be allowed to continue to participate in the sport.  In this case, the sport is over for the year.

· The board suggested that the athlete should be reprimanded for the behavior.  The athlete will be allowed to participate in other sports as along as a parent is present at practices and competitions; duration of the supervision will be coordinated by the coach and athletic director.  Coaches in other sports in which the athlete participates will be apprised of the situation.  If there are further outbreaks that threaten the safety of others, the athlete will be removed from the situation and not be allowed to participate.

· The state ruling on cheerleading was discussed.  Kathy will draft a letter to Special Olympics Illinois to ask for an explanation and clarification of the ruling.  Board members will receive the draft via email to review for comments and corrections.  

· Swim team is completing the timing runs of athletes to determine their placement in events.  The regional meet will be held at SIU Edwardsville on 6 March.

· New t-shirts and polos are in and are being distributed to the coaches.

Fundraising
Jeff and Ron are processing the Variety funding application.

Old Business 
Board Elections
The election of board officers was conducted.  

Motion 2010.3. Gene moved that the current officers continue in their present posts: Jeff Price, president; Tom Downing, vice-president; Ron Hindman, treasurer; Mary Dorries, membership/corresponding secretary; and Kathy Costello, recording secretary.  Pat seconded the motion and the motion carried.  

Several names were suggested for individuals who might be willing to serve on the board to fill the two empty board seats.  In addition, a call for self-nominations will be posted on the website.

Increasing Membership 

· Kathy spoke with Dave Carruthers at the Region 12 office for information on starting the Young Athletes program as a means of reaching more special needs children in the area.

· Young Athletes is organized through school districts because it is a physical education program that includes special needs and typical children in the same program to teach basic skills for Special Olympics sports.

· There are about five programs in Region 12, including school districts in Troy, Highland, and Cahokia.

· Cost of the program includes $400 per equipment kit, with two kits needed for each participating school.  There are also administrative costs, the cost for the culminating event, and cost of t-shirts for each child.

· At present, no new programs are being initiated by the state organization due to current financial constraints.

· It may be possible to start a program in the Belleville area if PTOEC could find an individual or corporation who would be willing to sponsor Young Athletes for five years or more.

· The board suggested that it might be a more cost-effective idea to start the program in one of the smaller, underserved towns in our area instead of beginning in Belleville.   

· The board requested additional information, including the website for the Young Athlete program and a list of current sponsors of the program in local Region 12.    

· Options for getting information to special needs 8-year-olds was briefly discussed; providing information to district Special Education coordinators might be a way to introduce them to Special Olympics.

· Scott AFB is sponsoring a Special Needs Fair starting at 3 pm Thursday 11 February. Brenda Wells is the contact person.  Gene will contact her for more information.  It was agreed that a representative of PTOEC should be at the Fair to hand out information about the organization. 
Coaches’ Dinner
The method for paying for the Coaches’ dinners was discussed.  Instead of getting a debit card for Darla to use, Jeff will make sure Darla has cash to pay for each outing.

New Business
Banquet
Date and place of the banquet has not yet been determined due to the fact that the search for a new venue is taking longer than expected.  Several options are still being pursued.  Kathy requested permission to use funds to pay for a hall if a free one could not be found.  

Motion 2010.4 Ron moved and Bob seconded that up to $150 may be spent for hall rental.  The motion carried.

Handbook
Ron will write up an explanation of insurance coverage of athletes and coaches to be added to the PTOEC handbook.

Items for March Agenda
Policy for PTOEC payment of coach rooms, meals, and t-shirts. 
Payment for storage of PTOEC supplies and equipment. 

Bob moved to adjourn the meeting and Ron seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:23 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello
Belleville PTOEC

Board Meeting

6 January 2010
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by Vice-President Tom Downing.  In attendance were Kathy Costello, Mary Dorries, (stayed only briefly due to illness), Gene Layeski, Ron Hindman, Darla Klaus, and Pat Stumpf.
Reports

12.09 minutes will be distributed with 1.10 minutes and approved at the February meeting. 

Financial Report:   

Thanks in large part to the Mouse Race fundraiser PTOEC raised more money than expected in 2009.  The extra income raised covers all those expenses with sufficient funds for a strong start to the 2010 budget year.

· The annual check was received from the Variety Club.

· The 2010 budget will be presented at next meeting

· Two broad jump mats for the track team were purchased.

For more information, see 2009 financial report.

Web Site:

Information on the winter raffle proceeds and the Polar Plunge event will be posted on the web site as soon as available.

Membership:
· Mary has sent out the new roster to board members but was having email difficulties; she will send them out as soon as possible.

· Three PTOEC members paid $50 for their memberships with the stipulation that the extra $25 be given to athletes in need.  The board discussed several requests that were known to them and scholarships were given to three athletes.

· Membership is down slightly; 15 people who usually register have not yet sent in their dues.  Mary will identify them and board members will call them personally to check on their plans and needs for rejoining and request they mail in the $25 dues as soon as possible.
· There was a brief discussion on increasing membership.  Suggestions included personal visits to schools, visits to local support organizations like the Autism Society, etc.  It was pointed out that in areas in the state where the Young Athletes program has been introduced there has been a huge increase in participation in Special Olympics.  Kathy will contact the Area 12 office to find out about starting a program in the Belleville area.  Methods for best reaching school aged children will be an agenda item at the February meeting.  

Special Olympics Sports Report:

· Funds were spent to purchase 25 pairs of shorts, bowling shirts for all bowlers, new t-shirts for all athletes, basketball shirts with numbers for the basketball team, jackets for qualifying athletes, and polo shirts for parents who want them.

· Three basketball teams and ten cheerleaders will be going to the Effingham regional tournament on 1.30.  Area 12 issued a new policy that the cheerleaders can only cheer from the bleachers and will not be allowed on the court to cheer.

· Swim team practices start Sunday 10 January.  Pool rental is $40 per session but no fees will be charged to the athletes.  (See December financial report for details.)  Several volunteers have stepped forward to help coach and set up a schedule for stroke instruction.  Kathy Costello will coordinate messages between Jeff and the parents in attendance.  Kathy offered to write a welcome brochure for new swim team parents similar to the one the gymnastics team uses.

· The gymnastic team held an information meeting 19 December; practices start 10 January.  The team’s gym sleep-over fund raiser is scheduled for March.

· Families with athletes interested in soccer are invited to an information meeting Sunday 10 January.

· Bocce and track teams will begin practices in March; the new golf team will start in April.

· Darla will meet with each of the coaches early in January to discuss team dinners and other matters.

· Rich Caruthers is communicating with individuals at Scott AFB who are considering donating big tents (50 ft x 8 ft) to area nonprofits. 

Vans:

A recall was received on both vans concerning a possible fire hazard.  The work to remediate the problem has been completed.  Registration for ‘99 van will be paid this month.  There was some discussion about how to deal with situations where the vans are used by teachers to transport students and are not remembering to refill the gas tanks.

Fundraising:

No report on the Christmas Raffle has been received as yet.  Information will be posted on the website as soon as it becomes available.  Suggestions for future fund raisers included selling Butter Braids, a popular pastry in the area, or asking PTOEC families to participate in script programs through Schnuck’s cards or other local businesses.
Old Business
It was decided at the December meeting that some of the surplus funds from 2009 would be spent to take coaches of the various teams to dinner.  Tom moved and Kathy seconded these details for the outing in Motion 01.10:

· An average of 10 coaches and assistants per team is the estimated participation.

· Darla will contact head coaches coordinate the meal and pay. 

· PTOEC will not pay for alcohol 

· No more than $100 will be spent per team. 

The motion carried. 

New Business
The Area 12 Polar Plunge will be held at Carlyle Lake on 27 February.  Information will be posted on the web site.

Ron moved to adjourn the meeting and Darla seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:29 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Costello 
